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Church is Hard . . . 
for the person walking through the doors, afraid of judgment. 
for the pastorôs family, under the microscope of an entire body. 
for the prodigal soul returning home, broken and battered by the world. 
for the girl who looks like she has it all together, but doesnôt. 
for the couple who fought the entire ride to service. 
for the single mom, surrounded by couples holding hands,  
 and seemingly perfect families. 
for the widow and widower with no invitation to lunch after service. 
for the deacon with an estranged child. 
for the person singing worship songs, overwhelmed by the weight of the lyrics. 
for the man insecure in his role as a leader.  
for the wife who longs to be led by a righteous man. 
for the nursery volunteer who desperately longs for a baby to love. 
for the single woman and single man, praying God brings them a mate. 
for the teenage girl, wearing a scarlet letter, ashamed of her mistakes. 
for the sinners. 

Church is hard for me. 
Itôs hard because on the outside it all looks shiny and perfectðSunday best   
 in behavior and dress. 
However, underneath those layers, you find a body of imperfect people,  
 carnal souls, selfish motives. 
 

But, here is the beauty of church. Church isnôt a building, 
mentality, or expectation. Church is a body. 
 

Church is a group of sinners, saved by grace, living in fellowship as saints. 
Church is a body of believers bound as brothers and sisters by an eternal love. 
Church is a holy ground where sinners stand as equals  
 before the Throne of Grace. 
Church is a refuge for broken hearts and a training ground for mighty warriors. 
Church is a converging of confrontation and invitation where sin is confronted 
 and hearts are invited to seek restoration. 
Church is a lesson in faith and trust. 
Church is a bearer of burdens and a giver of hope. 
Church, the body, and the circle of sinners-turned-saints, is where He resides, 
 and if we ask, He is faithful to come. 
 

So even on the hard days at churchð 
The days when I am at odds with a friend; when Iôve fought with my husband 
because weôre late once again; when Iôve walked in bearing burdens heavier 
than my heart can handle, yet masking the pain with a smile on my face; when 
Iôve worn a scarlet letter, under the microscope; when I've longed for a baby to 
hold, or fought tears as the  lyrics were sung; when Iôve walked back in, afraid 
and broken, after walking away. 
 

Iôll remember, He has never failed to meet me there. MonñThurs 9amñNoon 

 
 

9:00 AMðBrady   1st & 3rd week 
 

9:15 AMðDutton 2nd & 4th  week 
 

11:00 AMðChoteau 
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Happy New Year 2023!!!! 
 

As I reflect on the past year, the Choteau, Brady, and Dutton  
United Methodist Churches have much to celebrate!  

 
I often think of a light that continues to shine in the 
little Brady Community United Methodist Church.   
A few years ago, we had to replace some of the stained
-glass windows in the church due to hail damage. To 
complete the repairs, the drop ceiling in our meeting 
room outside the sanctuary had to be temporarily 
removed. But what was discovered above that ceiling 
was an old lightbulb (possibly one of the original) was 
still shining brightly up in the original fixture every 
time we would turn the light switch on in that room! 
We had no idea it existed because it was hidden by the 
dropped ceiling. But it quickly became a little symbol 
of the church. What seems to be a small little church, 
perhaps forgotten by some who are unfamiliar with the 
rural areas of Montana, still shines so brightly!  
ñThis little light of mine, Iôm gonna let it shine!ò 
 
We have since named the light bulb ñBrother Vanò, and it continues to be a symbol of the 
church: no matter how old or tucked away the church may seem; it still shines brightly!  All 
three of the churches in our parish are so much like that lightbulb. We remain true to our 
history, our traditions, and our foundations in so many ways. We remain original! And yet, 
we continue to shine brightly!  In 2022, we welcomed many new members, celebrated 
baptisms and a wedding, celebrated many lives of those who passed, and we have continued 
to support and participate in a variety of ministries and outreach missions!  I am so grateful 
for the way that Christôs love shines through our three amazing churches! 
 
As we look forward to our next year of ministry together. I pray that we will all take time to 
intentionally renew our personal covenant to God. I pray that we will all strive to do all the 
good we can, in all the ways we can, in all the places we can. I pray that we will continue to 
let the Light shine brightly!  And that, perhaps, this year it will shine even brighter than 
before!   
 

In Christôs Love and Light,  
Pastor Julie 
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SERMON SERIES 
BEGINNING JANUARY 8 

 

Arise, shine; for your light has come,  
and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.  

- Isaiah 60  
 

"Seasonal Affective Disorder happens when a lack of 
sunlight affects our moods and ability to cope 
effectively. Spiritual Affective Disorder can also be 
a condition when we've had prolonged stress and life 
is disturbingly uncertain. What is our faithful response 
to our strained mental health? What if everyday life 
activities could become spiritual practices - deepening 
our experience of a meaningful life and helping us 
shine a light on the "blahs?"" 

A New Year's Resolution 
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